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1.MansoorAl-dJamri, "Propect of a Moderate Islamic Discourse",the Case of Bahrain",
November 22, Published in BFM Bulletin, 1997: p22.
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Library of Congress — Federal Research Division Country Profile: Irvan, May 2008

COUNTRY PROFILE: IRAN %
May 2008

COUNTRY l{-;-},é il
Formal Name: Islamic Republic of Iran (Jomhuri-ye Eslami-ve Iran). ‘tg_f‘_'&_— ".rﬁ

Short Form: Iran.,

Term for Citizen(s): Iramian(s)
Capital: Tehran

Other Major Cities (in order of population): Mashhad. Esfahan. Tabriz. Karaj. Shiraz. Qom.
and Ahvaz.

Independence: In the modem era. Iran always has existed as an independent country.

Public Holidays: The national holiday. Islamic Revolution Day. celebrates the victory of the
Izlamue Revolution on February 11. 1979, Other official holidays are Dawn (the returm of
Avatollah Khomeini from 14 yvears of foreign exile on February 1. 1979). Nomz (Iranian New

LA R G L LAY

Ethnic Groups and Languages: The mam ethiie groups in Iran are Persians (65 percent).
Azerbaijani Turks (16 percent), Kurds (7 percent), Lurs (6 percent), Arabs (2 percent), Baluchis
(2 percent). Turkmens (1 percent). Turkish mwibal groups such as the Qashqa (1 percent). and
non=Persian. non=Turkic groups such as Armenians, Assyrians. and Georgians (less than 1
percent). Persian. the official language. is spoken as a mother tongue by at least 65 percent of the
population and as a second language by a large proportion of the remaining 35 percent. Other
languages in use are Azeri Turkish and Turkic dialects, Kurdish, Luri, Arabic, and Baluchi.
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Congress of the United States  Juninomens,
Touge of Representatives

July 26, 2012

Washington, DC 20520
Dear Madam Seoretary,
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fonger Republic
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Dana Rohrahacher
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3 ‘ | UiS BURNS' AUGUST 17 MEETING WITH ISRAELI MOSSAD CHIEF MEIR DAGAN
7 | Dat :mum.guun 12:45 (Frdary) i

SECRET SECTION o1 OF 05 TEL AVIV 002652

SUBJECT: U/S BURNS AUGUST 17 MEETING WITH ISRAELI MOSSAD
CHIEF MEIR DAGAN

Classified By: Ambassador Richard H. Jones. Reasons: 1.4 (b)) wesses

4. (8) Assessing the region, Dagan said Israel sees itself in the middle of a rapidly
Iran i driven by inflation and tension among ethnie minorities. This, Dagan said,
presents unique opportunities, and [sraelis and Americans might see a change in Iran in
their lifetimes. As for Iraq, it may end up a weak, federal state comprised of three
cantons or entities, one each belonging to the Kurds, Sunnis and Shiss. sesses

11 E) Foree Regime Change: Dagan said that more should be done to foment regime change
in Iran, possibly with the support of student democracy movements, and ethnic groups
(e.g., Azeris, Kurds, Bahichs) opposed to the ruling regime.

12. (5) Dagan clarified that the U5, Israel and like- minded countries must push on all
five pillars at the same time. Some are bearing fruit now; others would bear fruit in due
time, especially if more attention were placed on them. Dagan urged more arfention on
regime change, asserting that more could be done to develop the identifies of ethmic
minorities in fran., He said ke was sure thar Tsrael and the US, could “change the
ruling regime in Iran, and itz attitude towerds becking terror regimes.” He added,
“We could also ger them ro delay their nuclear project. Iran could become a normal
atare.”
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